Estimated Base Flood Elevation (estBFE) Viewer
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Now that you have identified your flood risk, what should you do next?

First, review the flood depth information for the two events and determine the flood risk in the vicinity of
your property. Meet with your local building and floodplain officials to collect more information and make
your plan.
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* Local building and permitting varies by community; discuss your individual property building
requirements.
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High Flood Risk

Elevating your living structure above the estimated BFE is a good way to reduce your risk of flooding
during the 1% annual chance storm event. Any property or structure can be impacted by flooding.
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Flood data to expand
local risk awareness

You can elevate your HVAC and other utilities above the BFE to reduce your financial risk when a flood
ocCurs.

Elevating your home above the minimum standard may provide a few additional benéefits, including a
reduction in flood insurance premiums and reduce the likelihood of being affected by floodwaters or
debris near your structure.

Contact your insurance agent to determine the best flood insurance coverage to insure your risk.
Consider relocating your structure to minimize the hazards your home or business may encounter.

Flood risk changes over time. Reduce future risk by building to a higher standard and using construction
practices that have been shown to reduce flood risk for business and home owners.
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The current inventory of Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) provides regulatory flood
hazard information for approximately 1.3 million of the nation’s 4.0+ million miles of

Base Level Engineering data assists The Site Specific Report
community development decisions.

The report produced by the estBFE Viewer includes three informational areas to
provide the estimated flood hazard information intended to support individual
and community decision making.

New development may

reference the estimated Base
Flood Elevation to assure new
homes are built with the lowest floor above
identified flood elevation. The viewer works
in collaboration with any existing flood
hazard information depicted on FIRMs.

The results are determined by the
tool based on the user identified
location. Results are provided in
both a side-by-side view and table

What is Base Level Engineering?
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Point - Click and Download QlliCk Launch Screen

The Estimated Base Flood Elevation (estBFE) Viewer provides users immediate access to the geospatial Users can choose
datasets and underlying engineering models through our point-click and download feature. The areas between three
of assessment shown on the viewer are available for download and local use. different ways to

Connect to Detailed Flood Information el ot

The viewer also identifies where detailed study areas are shown on community Flood Insurance Rate ; R == Estimated Base
Maps (FIRMs). When users click in an area where detailed information is available, the upgrades to the rr — " bare. gy — Flood Elevation
viewer allow the “click location” to be transferred over to the National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) to . e —— “ —— Dmmo’;d o Viewer.
enhance the user experience and provide the most detailed flood information to the user. Users can Look Up Engineering Data Datasets & Models

Where data are available, produce a Access all available Base Level Download the Base Level Engineering

E;oszeﬂr;é-;::::;\;;zo;t with estimated Engineering data without GIS software. data presented in the viewer. J u St Cl iC k a n d yo u
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then easily print a FIRMette for the area of interest.

https://webapps.usgs.gov/infrm/EstBFE
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review the detailed information within the Use the search function or zoom into an area of interest. Once On the left users will see the legend tab is promoted. The It is easy to download any dataset, just hover the mouse
factsheet. the structure of interest is located, click on the center of the legend provides users with information on the datasets over the watershed area of interest and click.
structure. If the location selected falls within the estimated loaded within the view port.
flood extents (depicted in purple), a report can be run for that
: c : location. Other features to enhance your experience: Middle Sabine
The Viewer assists LOMA Submittals € * Zoomin to see the floodplain extents with the Datasets and Models File Name Size 5 bowmond b |
. . K + and - bUttons at the top Ieft Of the Screen HECRAS models 12010002_Meodels.zip 743.4MB @ Description & Download
If a prOperty o,wner believes that a StrUCtU.re 15 ¢ Choosea Side-by-side view with two viewing windows. Vector and raster GIS data, file geodatabase 12010002 SpatialDatazip  43GB @ Description | & Download
above or outside of the base flood extent in an To load a second viewing area, click on Map View, at Poports snd documers 12010002 bocumertozp  95W6 @ Descrpton | &»Dounioad
effeCt'Ive Zone A, a LOMA.requeSt may be the top rlght Of the screen. Dataset reference guide [ View FDF D zip 6640KB @Description | & Download
sub_mltted and the flood risk repqrt from the « Load additional datasets by clicking on Map Layers on o adtions! oo and
Estimated BFE Viewer should be included. the upper left hand side of the viewing area and
selecting Data. Select from one of nine available ] -

To complete an application, use the online
web-based tool or download the paper forms
(www.fema.gov/letter-map-changes).

underlying maps using the Base Map menu.

‘ | i . . A table will pop up with a variety of options for download.
- ; ‘ t T8 T e The Legend will expand as new layers are added. Users can download the HEC-RAS models, water surface

elevation grids, flood depth grids or the Vector file which

A LOMA may result in removal of the SFHA The report will open in a new window. The web address of the | auestions ab eating th _ houses floodplain extents, model cross-sections and
designation and the federal requirement for report page is tied to a latitude and longitude, allowing it to be ;feraiznce;;t:';et;t;°::,;A°;lta::‘{f;:;"dgltnseuf:::i;("ci‘::;; streamlines. Users are given an option to download the
flood insurance. However, maintaining a flood shared via emai_l. The. recipient will see the same report. _ (FMIX): table which will generate an Excel file yvith all hyperlinks.
pO”Cy.may still be required by thg lender. Reports are avalla}ble in the high and low to moderate flood risk Telephone:  877-FEMA-MAP (1.877-336-2627) A Dataset Reference Guide is also available for download.
Flood insurance coverage to repair damage areas, within the floodplains shown. Email: FEMA-FMIX@fema.dhs.gov

caused by flooding is available for areas
outside the SFHA.

The Estimated Base Flood Elevation Viewer was a collaborative effort brought to life by the Data and Spatial Studies team of the USGS’
Texas Water Science Center. The Region’s collaboration in the Interagency Flood Risk Management (InFRM) team has allowed this vision to
science for a changing world ~ become a reality. The InNFRM team strives to collaborate nationally, to empower locally. Learn more at www.inFRM.us.
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